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Basileus Message

Four years ago, | stood before the membership ,
excited about the possibilities of doing great things as

your Basileus. Ifyou recall, | pl ay e ©rder My 0 n @
S e p lsefore | took the oath of office . | selected that

song because | knew that | could not serve as the

leader of this chapter withoutGo do&6s hel p. Du

moment, | prayed that | would be successful and
would remain true to our Founders core values of
sisterhood and service.

As your humble servant leader , | am extremely proud
of all that we have accomplished individually and
collectively. Our chapter has grown, not only in

Sorors Leah Watson presents membership, but in our faith, sisterliness, leadership

chapter with her opersonal git capabilities, and of Service to All Mankind.
of love 6. Below Soror Leah

stands with incoming Basileus _ _ _ _
Soror Gladys Andrews In my final newsletter , | detail all the incredible

activities wedve s hthankedchafs a
you from the bottom of my heart for your love and

support of me and my family. | have developed

relationships with many of you which will continue will
past this final hour as Basileus.

So now itis time for me to enjoy sitting at the next
chapter meeting with a group of fabulous women |
affectionately call o6 My f o r-i8@arsdda Davis,

$ S Mary Adams, Delores Cooper Kershaw,

K | Wilma Holmes Tootle, Gwen Carroll, Yv ette Long, and
' Hazel Palmore.

Thanks for all the wonderful memories!
Sisterly, Soror Leah E. Watson
12" Theta lota Omega Basileus
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Theta lota Omega Chapter
12th Chapter Basileus
Soror Leah E. Watson
Administration Profile 2007 -2010

Program

x  Established the partnership with Sigma Beta Beta Chapter, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc and
created the Boys to Men Mentoring Program at Alverta B.G. Schultz School in Hempstead.
The mentoring program averages 25 young males who participate in workshops and
community service. Town of Hempstead Councilwoman Dorothy Goosby recognized the
students for their community involvement.

x  Led a First Responder Meeting with American Red Cross Director of Hurricane Preparedness
on Martin Luther King Jr. day in 2007, to engage African American males in the process.
Organized a First Responder training day, which resulted in 30 residents receiving certification.

x In 2007 for the first time ever, Theta lota Omega and other leading African-Amer i can wom
and civil rights organizations from the Greater New York and New Jersey areas joined together
to commence a public symposium aimed at rousing a call to action for renewing respect for
women. The first of the three planned symposiums titled: R-E-S-P-E-C-T i How Did We Lose
it? How Do We Get It Back? was held at the historic Schomburg Center for Research in Black
Culture in Harlem, as a symbolic step to evoke change through public debate.

x Established the first time collaborative effort in Long Island between
Theta lota Omega Chapter and Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Suffolk County Alumnae by
hosting a Career Day at Wyandanch High School

x Initiated the idea to collaborate with local sorority chapters, Pi Pi Omega and Sigma Psi
Omegainresponse Pr esi de nt -inAugarah@a§ of Sgoviceon January 19, 2009. All
chapters collected over 300 books for First Books, Inc. These books were distributed to 3
elementary schools in Nassau and Suffolk.

x  Developed the idea to partner with Jack and Jill of America and developed the first annual
Family Fitness Fun Day in Freeport, New York in 2007. The family fitness fun day continued in
2008 and 2010.

x Increased chapter visibility T For the first time, Chapter promoted community service initiative,
Family Fitness Fun Day during three segments of News Channel 12. Chapter members were
live on a local TV station, which reaches millions of Long Island residents.

x Coordinated organizationdés first time involve
in partnership with the EImont High School SADD club, helped build a home in EImont, New
York.



x Encouraged entrepreneurship by allowing chapter members to showcase their goods/services
at the December chapter meeting for three consecutive years.

Membership

x Led chapter from a medium to a large size category with 131 members
x Ther eds ndhe Hoaise oftAKA - Reclaimed 31 sorors into chapter during this
administration
x 12 sorors transferred to Theta lota Omega during this administration
x Encouraged chapter to apply for Life Membership, which increased 24%
x Established the AWelcome to Theta |l ota Omega I
sorors.
x  Established the Pink and Green on the Sea Cruise 2009 to Bermuda. Plans for 2011 are
underway to sail to the Western Caribbean.
x Increased chapter day of worship from annually to twice a year.
x Branded membership committeeas fAKeepi ng Our Pearl s Connecte
x Held two chapter weekend retreats 2007 and 2010 at Danfords in Port Jefferson
x Initiated the idea for a revised Membership Intake Process workshop in 2009 for Long Island
chapters, which was led by the North Atlantic Regional Representative to the International
Membership Committee, Soror Constance R. Pizarro.
x Established the Pearls of Grace Chorale

x Commissioned a chapter song

Operations

x Named administration theme as AENnriching our
x Devel oped quarterly APositively AKAO newsl e
x Established PayPal on chapter website for chapter dues and fundraising efforts.
x  Established Public Storage for graduate and undergraduate chapter document storage
% Increased chapter technology services through the acquisition of a LCD projector and

screen, which supported the Go Green initiative to reduce paper report distribution for

chapter meetings.
x Personally donated a | aptop for chapterds us
% In an effort to go green and to promote environmental sustainability, established an

Executive committee meetings schedule which alternated face to face and conference

calling.
x  Replaced emergency manual callout procedures with an automated Calling Post to

broadcast urgent messages



Standards

% Successfully completed the Corporate Standards Chapter Evaluation in 2007

Connection

x Established partnership with the National Coalition of 100 Black Women, Long Island Chapter
for the 2008 and 2010 Public Policy Forum, which hosted Vanguard Speakers Donna Brazille
and Roslyn Brock respectively.

x Implemented a major voter registration drive in 2008, which resulted in 508 people being
registered to vote

Protocol

Implemented monthly protocol pointers

Branded the committee, AEnriching Soror Proto
Developed protocol workshop for chapter members

Ensured that a protocol officer was assigned to every event.

X X X X

Undergraduate Activities

x Supported the undergraduates in hosting the North Atlantic Region Undergraduate Round-Up
2010.

x Reactivated undergraduate chapter Kappa Delta, CW Post, February 2008.

x Established rotation for each undergraduate basileus to preside over the joint chapter
meetings held in May and December. Each undergraduate basileus received a personal gift
from Soror Leah of an engraved gavel at the conclusion of the meeting she chaired.

x Branded mentoring program as ALinking our Pea

Fundraising - New fundraising ideas were implemented:

A Pink and Gr een SuimAfterworki$ociglfi ub2009Dr e a m
Autumn Kandlelight Affair i October 2009

Celebration of Unity in Faith Gospel Luncheon October 2010

Lord and Taylor Shop Smart, Do Good i Nov 2009, April 2010, Nov 2010

X X X X

Chapter Awards/Recognitions
x 2007 Chapter Exhibit of the Year at 77th North Atlantic Regional Conference.
2008 AKA First Honors Recognition for the Centennial Celebration campaign
2009 North Atlantic Region Award for best practices for the Boys to Men Mentoring Program
2010 AKA recognition for supporting the Haitian Hurricane Relief
EAF Silver recognition for all four years
2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 Heartbeat Awards for membership reclamation
2010 North Atlantic Region Award E.S.P.- Environmentally Sound Practices -Go Green with
AKA

X X X X X X



Personal Awards/Recoqgnitions

x Received chapter recognition as the fACentenn
x  Became a Silver Star and Life Member
x  Selected as one of the Top 50 Influential Women in Business, by the Long Island Business
News,
x 2010 recipient of the Negro Business and Pro
Service Award
x 2009 Basileus of the Year for Large Chapter - Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc. 78th North
Atlantic Regional Conference
x 2009 First Place recognition for member reclamation - Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc.
North Atlantic Regional Conference
x 2008 Outstanding Soror of the Year i 11th Biennial Eastern Regional Conference of the
National Pan Hellenic Council, Inc.
x 2008 Outstanding Soror of the Year i National Pan Hellenic Council, Nassau/Suffolk
Counties
x 2008 Woman in Power Feature story in NY Trend newspaper
x 2008 First Place recognition for member reclamation - Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc.
North Atlantic Regional Conference
x 2008 Received British Airways Outstanding Teamwork Award

Personal Sorority Leadership:

% Appointed as the Ethel Hedgeman Lyle Leadership Academy Cluster 3 Committee
Representative by Soror Evelyn Sample-Oates

x Served as a presenter at the 77" North Atlantic Regional Living Legends Luncheon

x Served at the Social Events i Su p er Ch a i "rNorth Attamtic Regiomal Codference, to
be held in New York City in April 2009. Leading eight teams to ensure conference event
planning is successful. Initiated the idea to use a runway for the diamond, golden and silver
star luncheon, which was used at the following NARC and Boule conferences

x Served as a presenter at the 64" Boule North Atlantic Regional Luncheon 2010

% Appointed as the Cluster 3 Co-Coordinator by Soror Constance R. Pizarro 2010

Theta lota Omega Chapter Sorority Leadership

x 2007-2010 Soror Wilma Holmes Tootle served as EAF Board Member at Large and Fund
Development Chairman
x 2007-2010 Soror Tanisha Tingle-Smith served as an Alpha Kappa Alpha Representative to
the United Nations

X 2009 78th North Atlantic Regional Conference in New York City:

Soror Hazel Palmore served as the Conference Vice Chairman

Soror Leah Watson served as the Social Event® ifiSuper Chairo

Soror Deborah Santiago served as the Leadership Luncheon Chairman

Soror Valerie R. Tingle served as the Gospel Brunch Chairman

Soror Heather Palmore served as Corporate Sponsor Chairman

Soror Delores Kershaw served as EAF Raffle Chairman

Soror Terry Collins-Reyes, Hazel Palmore, Helisse Palmore served as Fashion

Gala Chairmen
u Soror Belinda Hill, Journal Chairman

x 2010 Soror Wilma Holmes Tootle was appointed by Supreme Basileus Carolyn House
Stewart as the North Atlantic Regional Representative to the International Membership
Committee

x 2010 Soror Deirdre Finley was appointed to the North Atlantic Region Advisory Council

x 2010 Soror Denise Parker Lawrence was appointed to the North Atlantic Region Praise Team

et ent et I et e et et



NorthAtlanticRegion Undergraduate Rdpr1Geptemberld, 2010
Sorors Ashley Hardrick, Landrina Theus and Brianna Turn
Undergraduate Conference Chairmen
Sorors rdre Finley and Tamara Alfred
Graduate Conference Chairmen
Conference Highlights. g :







Event Honorees :
Soror Leah
Watson, Town of
Hempstead
Councilwoman
Dorothy
Goosby, Soror
Naomi Hills, Tony
Award Winning
Artist Melba
Moore, Rev. Dr.
Sedgwick
Easley, Rev.
Craig Wright,
Rev. Dr. Elaine
M. Flake, Rev.
Charles A.
Coverdale, Rev.
Reginald
Tuggle, Bishop
Andy Lewter,
D.Min. Rev.
Constance
Davis, Rev. Dr.
Floyd H. Flake

Loraine McCray,
Maurice Kemp,
Pamela
Washington,
Soror Nicole
Hamilton, Dr.
Rogers Lewis,
Carolyn
Williamson -
Martin,
Geraldine
Mitchell, Dr.
Kendall
Richards.
Our Chapter
received a
proclamation
from Suffolk
County
Legislator
DuWayne
Gregory.

Celebration of Unity in Faith
Gospel Lunchéxtober 32010

Naomi HillsEEsgChairman
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Pictured Theta
lota Omega
Charter
Members
Sorors Sylvia
Gunn, Doris
White, Ida
Davis, Mario n
Fleming,
Terrecita
Watkis
Our beautiful
Golden Sorors:
Arneta
Simmons,
Kathryn
Warren,
Delores
Kershaw,
Gwen Carroll,
Mary Adams,
Sylvia Gunn,
Doris White,
Ida Davis,
Marion
Fleming,
Terrecita
Watkis, Mae
Felder,
Dolores H.
Chriss.
Picture s
Leadership in
Education :
Soror Mary
Adams poses
with Nassau
Community
College
President, Dr.
Donald P.
Astrab, Ph.D,
Soror Wilma
Holmes Tootle,
Mistress of
Ceremonies




Gospel Luncheon Candids
Pictured: Soror Chandra Ortiz, Melba Moore and daughter, Allen Liturgical Dancers (Sorors
Nailah Flake -Brown and Chrystal Stewart), Soror LaWanda Williams -Isreal, Rachel Blackburn,
NY State Senate President Malcolm Smith, Hollywood Full Gospel Baptist Cathedral
Steppers, Shari Mitchell -Bridgeman, Gay B ullock, Organizational member honorees
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Greatest Love Coatillion 831Bink Carpet Affair
Soror Gladys Andr&gseral Chair
Monique Browwercado, Kaiya DorhlalleyChairmen

ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY INC. ' ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY INC.
THETA 101 \ CHAPTER THETA IOTA OMEGA CHAPTER

Pictured: The 2010 Cotillion Chairmen, The Watson Family, Nassau County Legislator Robert
Toriano, Soror Leah with WRKS Radio personality and Master of Ceremony Lenny Green




